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Using case studies, O'Leary shows the importance of dissent and presents strategies for ways

public servants can ethically engage in guerilla activity and ways managers can tap into the

potentially insightful and creative ideas of dissenters.
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"The Ethics of Dissent covers a unique aspect of ethics in government, beyond what we agree are

the values and obligations to law and management principles. It is concerned with the ethical

dilemmas in which the bureaucracy has placed dedicated public servants and how they balance

what is ethically right with conflicting rules, regulations, and administrative expectations. This, I

believe, is the book's main strength: a unique view of ethical conflict and decision-making." -- Denis

Hatch "The theoretical frame of The Ethics of Dissent is well done and evident throughout. This

book is unique because it sheds light on a little recognized phenomenon while making clear that it is

far more widespread than previously thought. Books that genuinely break new ground and do it well

are very rare!" -- Guy Adams "The book's very readable style, case-study format, and Rosemary

O'Leary's experience are all great strengths of The Ethics of Dissent. Students love the book." --

Alejandro Rodriguez

Rosemary O'Leary is the Edwin O. Stene Distinguished Professor at the School of Public Affairs



and Administration at the University of Kansas, following a 24-year career teaching at the Maxwell

School of Syracuse University and the School of Public and Environmental Affairs at Indiana

University -Bloomington. O'Leary is the author or editor of eleven books and more than 100 articles

and book chapters on public management. She has won ten national research awards and nine

teaching awards. She is the only person to win three National Association of Schools of Public

Affairs and Administration awards for Best Dissertation (1989), Excellence in Teaching (1996), and

Distinguished Research (2004). An elected member of the National Academy of Public

Administration, O'Leary was a senior Fulbright scholar in Malaysia and in the Philippines, as well as

an Axford Fellow in New Zealand. From 2003 to 2005, O'Leary was a member of the NASA's

Return to Flight Task Group assembled in response to the Columbia space shuttle accident. She

also has served as a consultant to the U.S. Department of the Interior, the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency, the Indiana Department of Environmental Management, the International

City/County Management Association, the National Science Foundation, and the National Academy

of Sciences.

The book helped me in my graduate course regarding ethics and public administration. The details

for those ethical "dissenters" and the struggles they go through simply to provide us their stories are

very engaging. Understanding what the public sector is and what that means for the rest of us not

working in the public sector shows some of the struggles and hardships these workers can endure

simply for wanting to do what they feel at their ethical core is "right". Whether you agree with the

dissenters or not, this is a very interesting and captivating read.

An great consideration of dissent in government and the nebulous balance of values that occur

ubiquitously in public service. A challeninging look that offers a relatively balanced study on when

dissenters in government are heroes and when they may be troublemakers.

Good overview of ethics in Guerilla Govt, brief, well written. Focuses mainly on Environmental

examples, but generally good to apply to other policy areas.

Fast shipping. Good price. Tracking included.

Great book to help understand the concept of whistleblowing and how different agencies dealt with

the disruption. Ethical or unlawful? You decide.
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